
 

 

Minutes of a meeting of Arreton Parish Council held on Monday 14th October, 2019 at Arreton 
Community Hall at 7.00pm.   

 

Present: Cllrs Kimber, Calloway, Cooper, Dodson, Healy and Verey. 
 

In attendance: IWC Cllr Mosdell and Sheila Caws (Clerk). 
 

173/19  Apologies for Absence 
Cllr Orchard (unwell) and Cllr Roberts (holiday) 
 

174/19 Questions from the public 
The Clerk had received a complaint from a resident regarding an illuminated advertising sign 
that has appeared on Newclose Cricket Ground.  The Clerk will investigate, 

 

175/19 To receive and confirm the minutes of the previous meeting (9th September) 
The minutes of the meeting held on September 9th were confirmed and signed – proposed 
Cllr Cooper, seconded Cllr Kimber. 
 

7.10pm     IWC Cllr Mosdell arrived 

 

 176/19 To receive regular reports 
(a) IWC Councillor – IWC Cllr Mosdell said that there was little to report as work on the 

next budget was taking precedence over everything else.  The budget will not be 
announced until January as there are too many anomalies over possible Government 
funding to release any information earlier. 
Cllr Kimber asked about Cllr Mosdell’s delayed newsletter, which she is currently 
working on.  Cllr Kimber will write a short article about communications within the 
Parish for inclusion. 
Cllr Verey raised the issue of the damage caused to bridleways by the ever-larger 
tractors coming from the fields with material for the anaerobic digester.  The damage is 
particularly bad around the end of East Lane.  Cllr Mosdell replied that Rights of Way 
are in the process of asking the contractors when the damage will be repaired.  Cllr 
Verey asked if there was any recent work on traffic flows around the plant. It was 
agreed that the Clerk will invite the manager to come to a meeting to answer any 
questions that councillors may have and a tour will be arranged for those who have not 
yet been. 
 

186/19 School parking 
This item was brought forward as IWC Cllr Mosdell had to leave early.  An incident at 
Arreton Barns meant that the owners were no longer willing to allow parents to park whilst 
waiting to collect their children from school.  The School has now had to put measures in 
place to keep the traffic flowing round the School car park during morning drop-off and has 
staggered the finishing time of the different year groups so that the car park does not fill up 
completely at the end of the day.  A traffic survey is under way and another meeting will be 
organised soon by the IW Council. 
 

7.30pm     IWC Cllr Mosdell left the meeting 
 

176/19 continued 
(b) It was announced that the Church will most likely be closed in two years due to a 

shrinking congregation and a lack of money.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write 
to the Diocese as there will be implications for the area of the Churchyard owned by the 



 

 

Parish Council.  There may also be issues over the Coach House, which was given to the 
village for use as a church hall.   
The Clerk will also contact the Churchwarden at St George’s to check on the progress of 
the Faculty.   

(c) Highways and footpaths – there is still no news on the traffic lights and so the Clerk will 
write to Island Roads.   The drain at the Cemetery has been unblocked and the District 
Steward from Island Roads had contacted the Clerk about the road sign in Blackwater 
that afternoon. 
There is a large pothole in Church Lane and so the Clerk will check the Memorandum of 
Understanding to establish if it is in the adopted part or not. 

(d) Meetings – Cllr Verey and the Clerk attended the IWC/IWALC seminar at the end of 
September when the main subjects were housing, Brexit and the IW Council budget 
(see the Clerk’s report below).  Cllr Verey and the Clerk also attended a session on 
housing organised by IWALC – a report will follow.  Cllr Calloway attended the Best Kept 
Village Awards which went well but Arreton was not amongst the winners.  It was noted 
that no score sheet has been forthcoming as yet. 

(e) IWALC/Chairman’s report – the meeting commenced with a short presentation about 
an anti-5G campaign. The speaker presented himself as a Health and Safety consultant, 
formerly with Mclaren motors. His main point was that there were papers supporting 
the presence of pockets of cancer and leukaemia around existing 3G and 4 G masts. He 
argued that current studies into potential health effects were led by telecoms experts 
rather than public health specialists. He also bemoaned the lack of any research into the 
potential health effects of 5G masts. He was seeking pressure on the IW Council to stop 
the introduction of 5G until studies of health impacts are completed. It was interesting 
but no evidence was presented. 
IWALC are concerned over Hampshire poaching some IoW councils and are to put 
forward a motion at the national conference to stop councils joining associations 
outside of their council unless they are also in the local association. 
Websites – there are new detailed regulations on local authority websites (concerning 
font size, colours etc) which will apply from September next year. IWALC will provide 
training aimed at clerks but others welcome. 
There is an upcoming housing workshop for which IWALC are seeking questions from 
local councils – historic now as the questions have been submitted in advance of the 
workshop. There are spaces available if anyone wishes to attend. 
Public health – the IoW council has lost six staff through redundancy and early 
retirement. The savings have gone to the director in Hampshire. There was great 
indignation over this and the perceived poor quality of the 2017/8 annual report; this 
was seen as wishy washy, lacking statistics and being inadequate. IWALC will write to 
express concern. 
Planning Portal – clerks will receive training. The licence for the software of the old 
portal has expired, hence the change. 
 

Chairman - Gore Cemetery rabbits.  The specification for this work has been finalised 
but the Council will need to consider how to deal with the rabbits that are living inside 
the fence 
The parking at Arreton School is currently disastrous with long queues in the morning 
but see agenda item 186/19 above. 
The Battle of Britain Memorial Service was by all accounts a success – thanks to Cllrs 
Calloway and Roberts for organising the teas and to Cllr Roberts for hosting them. 
Newsletter – the Chairman suggested that a newsletter be prepared to be put out 
around Christmas time and asked the Councillors for their thoughts and suggestions. 



 

 

(f) Clerk’s report – Agenda and Minutes Record: the blocked drain in the road by the 
Cemetery layby has finally been cleared.  Nothing further has been heard about the 
Blackwater road sign.  The April 2020 meeting has been re-booked for the 6th and will 
now take place in the Methodist Church Hall.  Please note that this is also the Annual 
Parish Meeting.  
Other matters: planning permission has been granted for the water tank etc. at the 
anaerobic digester site. 
 

The unveiling of the Battle of Britain memorial stone went well despite the unco-
operative weather.  High winds meant that the Hurricane could not fly but the Spitfire 
put in an appearance and circled Haseley Manor as the guests were enjoying their tea 
and cake.  There was a good attendance at the site with local participation from Arreton 
Primary School, the IW Air Training Corps and prayers were led by the Rev’d Janice 
O’Shaughnessy. 
 

Cllr Verey and the Clerk attended the IWC/IWALC seminar at the end of last month.  The 
subjects under discussion were regeneration with particular attention to housing, the 
IW Council’s Brexit preparations and the next IWC budget.  As always, the housing 
discussion came down to how to get the type of housing required in the areas in which 
it is needed.  The other two items were for information only as town and parish councils 
are rarely, if ever, asked about Brexit and the IW Council will struggle more than usual 
to produce a balanced budget, especially as money promised by the Government is 
unlikely to materialise in time for the next financial year. 
 

Cllr Verey and the Clerk also attended a housing workshop organised by IWALC.  
Unfortunately, both had to leave before the end but the discussions were lively and 
varied.  A report will be produced as soon as possible.  
 

Training: The Clerk attended an introductory session on the subject of the new website 
accessibility regulations and now needs to contact the website manager. 
 

Cllr Dodson was due to start the three-week councillor training course last week.  Cllr 
Roberts will join him next week. 
 

The Clerk reported that after she had completed her report she received a phone call 
from the Island Roads’ District Steward who was obviously looking in to the matter of 
the signpost at Blackwater. 
 

177/19 To receive any declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interest and requests for      
dispensations under the Localism Act 2011. To give notice of any item to be raised under 
agenda item 189/19 - Cllr Verey declared a non-pecuniary interest in the planning 
application for Little Budbridge as she is a neighbour. 

 

178/19 Finance 
The finance report for September was received and the balance in the current account was 
noted as being £12,546.08 at the end of September.  The following payments were agreed:- 

  Battle of Britain Historical Society Ltd (donation)      £150.00  

  Staff costs     £548.83  

  Natural Enterprise Ltd (Merstone Station)     £750.00  

  Brighstone Landscaping Ltd (grounds maint.)   £1124.70  
         
179/19  Planning and Appeals 

To consider any applications recently received:-  
 



 

 

Reference 19/00889/LBC 

Alternative Reference PP-08089263 

Application Received Fri 30 Aug 2019 

Address Quaintways Blackwater Road Newport Isle of Wight PO30 3BQ 

Proposal Listed Building Consent for installation of flue within roof slop on rear 
elevation 

 

Reference 19/00970/HOU 

Alternative Reference IAP00052066-001 

Application Received Mon 09 Sep 2019 

Address Tientu Merstone Lane Arreton Newport Isle of Wight PO30 3DF 

Proposal Proposed alterations and extension including loft conversion 
 

Reference 19/01039/FUL – 19/01040/LBC 

Alternative Reference PP-08158803 

Application Received Wed 18 Sep 2019 

Address Little Budbridge Farm Budbridge Lane Arreton Newport Isle of Wight 
PO30 3DH 

Proposal Demolition of farm buildings; proposed holiday unit 
 

It was agreed that the application for a chimney at Quaintways should be supported as a 
chimney is an essential part of the house’s heating system. 
 

The Councillors had no objection to the application for Tientu, although they thought that it 
was lacking in detail. 
 

The Councillors had no objection to the application for Little Budbridge but would have 
liked to have seen a house on the site rather than a holiday let. 
 

180/19 Risk Assessment 
 The Risk Assessment documents were reviewed and the proposed changes were agreed. 
 

181/19 Financial Regulations 
As the Financial Regulations contained numerous changes, it was agreed to defer this item 
to the next agenda. 
 

182/19 Press Policy 
The Clerk circulated two policies and it was agreed that Councillors would read them and 
agree on a text at the next meeting. 

 

183/19 Cemetery fence 
An advert has been placed in the County Press and the closing date for completed tenders is 
November 4th.  A decision will be made at the next meeting. 

 

 
 



 

 

184/19 Landowner agreement 
An agreement will be necessary with the owners of Perreton Farm to permit access on to 
their land to work on the Cemetery fence.  The wording was agreed subject to the owner 
deciding on a means of access. 
 

185/19 Bank mandate 
Cllr Calloway and Cllr Dodson will be added as signatories to the bank mandate and it was 
agreed to wait to see if Cllr Roberts also wished to be included. 
 

186/19 School parking 
 See above 
  

187/19 Training 
The Clerk had originally hoped to attend an SLCC training event but as that would not now 
be possible, permission was not requested. 

  

188/19 To note the date of the next meeting, 11th November 2019 
 

189/19 Any other matters raised by Councillors for discussion only 
It was noted that the village shop/ Post Office has been taken off the market.  The shop is   
currently open four days a week.  

 

There being nothing else raised, the meeting concluded at 8.59pm. 
 

 
Sheila Caws, Clerk to the Council 
Hillis Side, Rew Street, Gurnard, Isle of Wight PO31 8NW 

E-mail: arretonpc@outlook.com Telephone: 07587 008183               17th October 2019 
 
 

 
 
....................................................................................................     Chairman 
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